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“For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with 

the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,.”  (Colossians 1:9) 

Colossians 1:9-14 
 
Because of the previous thought of “the gospel” (vv. 3-8), Paul brings his request before the 
Father by asking for their acquisition of God’s will.  We must not assume the will of God is 
mysterious and secretive.  The thought that God’s will is enigmatic and known only by the few 
elites is part of the error Paul is combating in Colossae.  Paul is persistent in his asking.  He 
sees this request as paramount for the believer.  The petition is for the believer to live in such a 
way as to be consistent with their union (i.e. “one flesh”) with Christ.  This worthy 
walk/lifestyle is pleasing to God. 
 
The tension introduced by the request is whether the believer can be living a life that is 
displeasing to the Father.  The answer is yes, but such a response needs clarification.  The 
unworthy life is one that has moved away from the hope of the gospel (1:23).   The Colossian 
believers were beginning to focus on their works instead of the finished work of Christ and as 
such were sliding toward apostasy. 
 
It is not the fragile and petty missteps common to and regularly marking the Christian 
struggle noted in Romans 7:13-25.  The worthy walk is the Father-trusting, Christ-exalting, and 
Holy Spirit-depending life. 
 
Coming back to this text, Paul prays for the eyes of their understanding to be opened.  He 
desires for them to live in the hope laid up in heaven.  Such a life is bearing the fruit of good 
works.  It is increasing in the knowledge of God.  It is marked by joy-filled steadfastness, and it 
is always giving thanks to the Father.  These are the qualities marking the citizens of His Son’s 
kingdom.   
 
The Father is further described as the one who qualifies His people to share in the 
inheritance/the hope stored in heaven.  The word qualified speaks of sufficiency.  God makes 
us sufficient.  Because we are now qualified, we live in the kingdom of His Beloved Son.  This 
kingdom is marked by grace, life, and light (Rom. 5:18-21).   Through the transfer, we have 
been rescued from the authority of darkness. 
 
We are qualified to live in the kingdom of His Beloved Son through the redemptive activity 
of His Son.  I find the progression fascinating.  First, through the person and work of His 
Beloved Son, forgiveness is secured.  Forgiveness cancels debt.  In the cancelling of debt, 
redemption happens.  In redemption His people are rescued from the authority of darkness 
and then transferred into the kingdom of His Son.  We must always remember we are citizens 
of a kingdom.  One is marked by death and darkness, and the other is marked by life and light. 
 
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

There is no purgatory, wasteland or gradual progression.  We were once married to sin and 
the Law and now we are married to Christ.  We were once slaves of sin and now we are slaves 
of God.  We were once citizens of sin and death, and now we are citizens of grace, life, and 
light.  All individuals are married to something or someone.  No one has “single” status.   
 
This text has the big idea of having been qualified.  The qualifying by the Father makes His 
people worthy and pleasing.  Within the context of Colossians and the threat of being moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, Paul lays down who God is, what He has done, and who 
His people now are.  Why would anyone abandon the kingdom of light and return to the 
authority of darkness?  Why anyone would forsake the life of good works, increased 
knowledge, joy filled endurance, and persistent gratitude in perplexing?  What is the 
alternative? 
 
May we understand the caution, but may our gaze be fixed on the One who has qualified us to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 


